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results than can ever be gained by bureaucratic com-
missioners.

He who has studied the Prince>s career to any extent
will be struck by the number of occasions on which
people have been surprised at his knowledge. The
surprise is rather that this should be so unexpected.
Much of this air of being taken unawares is of course
the result of an excessive obsequiousness. But there are
times when it is genuine. The Durham alderman,
for instance, whose impression of the Prince has just been
quoted, was apparently expecting him to show no more
than a surface knowledge of local conditions. Great
was the surprise, too, at the factories of " His Master's
Voice " during the visit referred to above. The publicity
department of the Gramophone Company sent out the
information that the experts were amazed at the Prince's
technical knowledge of engineering and radio. As an
example, the department naively cited the fact that in
the mechanism for the automatic changing of records
he recognized an escutcheon plate, and the further fact
that he had no difficulty in recognizing certain every-
day sounds which had been produced by the High
Fidelity method. Now, for these amazements, two
among other reasons can be suggested: first, the
alderman and the gramophone experts (and others who
have been similarly dumbfounded) appear to have
forgotten that twenty years of the Prince's manhood have
passed and that during that period he has been living
fully and learning most eagerly and extensively; second,
they have completely overlooked the fact that before each
of his visits he devotes time to a thorough preparation
of the subject involved and, if possible, consults those who
have special knowledge in that field. The surprised ones
aknost persuade us that they had been expecting the
Prince to trip or commit himself to a howler.

Incidentally, that visit to the gramophone factories at
Hayes supplies an example of the informal way in which
the Prince carries out such engagements. During the